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Exploring the breathtaking landscapes of Colorado offers adventurers an array of scenic trails and
challenging peaks. Among these, the Shavano Peak stands out as a must-visit destination for
outdoor enthusiasts seeking both adventure and natural beauty. Located within the San Isabel
National Forest and part of the Sangre de Cristo Range, Shavano Peak is a prominent summit that
beckons hikers and climbers alike. When combined with the extensive trail systems documented by
National Geographic, the experience becomes even more enriching, offering detailed maps, guides,
and insights that help visitors navigate the terrain safely and enjoyably. This article delves into the
details of the Shavano Peak area, the trails organized and documented by National Geographic,
and practical tips for planning yourSalida journey to this stunning Colorado destination.

Understanding Shavano Peak and Its Significance

Geographical Location and Features

Shavano Peak rises to an elevation of approximately 14,229 feet (4,334 meters), making it one of
Colorado?s prominent fourteeners. Situated near the town of Salida, Colorado, it forms part of the
Sangre de Cristo Range, which is renowned for its rugged terrain and alpine scenery. The peak is
characterized by steep ridges, rocky outcrops, and expansive views of the surrounding mountains
and valleys. Its accessibility from trailheads near Salida makes it a popular choice for climbers of
varying skill levels.

Historical and Cultural Significance

The name "Shavano" is believed to honor Chief Shavano, a prominent leader of the Ute tribe. The
area holds cultural importance for Native American communities and is intertwined with local history
and traditions. Additionally, the peak and surrounding trails have been part of Colorado?s outdoor
recreation scene for decades, attracting hikers, climbers, and nature lovers.

Trail Systems and Routes in the Shavano Peak Area

Overview of Key Trails

The trail network around Shavano Peak offers a variety of routes suitable for different skill levels,
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from casual day hikes to technical climbs. The most common approach is via the Mount Shavano
Trail, which provides a relatively straightforward path to the summit.

Main Trails Include:

- Mount Shavano Trail: The primary route leading to the summit, starting from the Tincup Pass
trailhead.

- Tabeguache Peak Trail: Often combined with Shavano Peak for a traverse.
- Colorado Trail: An extensive trail system that intersects with the routes leading to Shavano

Peak.

Trail Details and Highlights

- Mount Shavano Trail: This trail begins near the Angel of Shavano trailhead, located off U.S.
Highway 50. It spans approximately 8 miles round-trip with an elevation gain of around 3,400 feet.
The trail features alpine meadows, wildflower displays in summer, and panoramic views as hikers
ascend.

- Climbing Shavano Peak: The final ascent involves a scramble with some Class 2 and Class 3
sections. The use of hands for stability is common, and climbers should be prepared for loose rocks
and exposed areas.

- Traverse to Tabeguache Peak: Many adventurers opt to combine the ascent of Shavano with
Tabeguache Peak, creating a challenging day trip. This traverse adds approximately 4 miles and
involves crossing a saddle with stunning vistas.

Trail Conditions and Best Times to Hike

The best time to explore these trails is late June through September, when snow has melted and the
wildflowers are in bloom. Trail conditions can vary, with snow patches lingering into early summer
and occasional thunderstorms in July and August. Always check weather forecasts before heading
out.

Using National Geographic Trails to Enhance Your Experience

About National Geographic Trails Maps

National Geographic is renowned for its detailed and accurate trail maps, which serve as invaluable
tools for outdoor navigation. Their maps of Colorado?s mountain trails incorporate topographical
details, points of interest, safety information, and GPS-compatible features.
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Benefits of Using National Geographic Trails for Shavano Peak

- Detailed Topography: Elevation profiles, contours, and terrain features help plan your ascent.
- Landmark Identification: Natural features like ridges, lakes, and trail junctions are clearly

marked.
- Safety and Planning: Critical information about trail difficulty, access points, and emergency

routes.
- Offline Accessibility: Many maps are available for download, ensuring navigation even without

cellular service.

How to Access and Use the Maps

- Purchase physical maps from outdoor retailers or online.
- Download digital versions compatible with GPS devices or smartphones.
- Use the maps in conjunction with a compass or GPS app to enhance navigation accuracy.
- Study trail routes and landmarks beforehand to familiarize yourself with the terrain.

Planning YourSalida Trip to Shavano Peak

Preparation and Gear

Proper planning is essential to ensure a safe and enjoyable hike:

- Clothing: Layered clothing suitable for changing weather conditions.
- Footwear: Sturdy hiking boots with good ankle support.
- Navigation Tools: Map, compass, GPS device, or smartphone with offline maps.
- Safety Equipment: First aid kit, headlamp, extra food and water, weather-resistant gear.
- Climbing Gear: Depending on the route, helmets, harnesses, and ropes for technical sections.

Permits and Regulations

While most trail access points do not require permits, always check with local authorities for
updates. Practice Leave No Trace principles to preserve the natural environment.

Safety Tips and Recommendations

- Hike with a partner or group.
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- Start early to avoid afternoon thunderstorms.
- Stay on established trails to prevent erosion and protect vegetation.
- Be prepared for sudden weather changes at high elevations.
- Know your limits; avoid technical terrain if inexperienced.

Nearby Amenities and Services

- Trailheads: Angel of Shavano Trailhead, accessible via Highway 50.
- Accommodations: Several campgrounds and lodges in Salida.
- Supplies: Local stores in Salida provide gear, food, and emergency supplies.
- Guided Tours: Local outfitters offer guided hikes and climbs for all skill levels.

Additional Points of Interest in the Region

Other Notable Peaks and Trails

- Tabeguache Peak: A challenging companion to Shavano, often combined into a single traverse.
- San Isabel National Forest: Offers numerous other trailheads, scenic drives, and camping

options.
- Colorado Trail: For longer-distance hikers, passing through the region.

Wildlife and Flora to Watch For

- Mule deer, elk, black bears, and mountain lions inhabit the area.
- Wildflowers such as columbines, Indian paintbrush, and lupines bloom during summer.
- Birdwatchers can spot eagles, hawks, and various songbirds.

Conclusion

The combination of majestic peaks like Shavano, the comprehensive trail systems, and the detailed
guidance provided by National Geographic Trails maps make the Colorado region near Salida an
ideal outdoor destination. Whether you are an experienced mountaineer, a casual hiker, or a nature
lover, planning your trip with thorough knowledge of the trails and terrain ensures a memorable
adventure. Respect for the environment, proper preparation, and awareness of safety protocols will
help you enjoy the stunning vistas, challenging climbs, and serene wilderness that define the
Shavano Peak area. Embark on yourSalida journey with confidence, and immerse yourself in the
awe-inspiring beauty of Colorado?s mountains.
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Salida Shavano Peak National Geographic Trails IL: A Comprehensive Guide to Exploring
Colorado?s Majestic Summit

Nestled in the heart of Colorado's San Juan Mountains, the Salida Shavano Peak National
Geographic Trails IL offers hikers and outdoor enthusiasts an unforgettable journey through rugged
terrain, stunning vistas, and high-altitude adventure. This trail is not just a walk in the woods; it?s an
expedition that challenges the body, rewards the eyes, and immerses explorers in the raw beauty of
Colorado?s wilderness. Whether you're a seasoned mountaineer or an eager beginner,
understanding the nuances of this trail can elevate your experience and ensure safety and
enjoyment along the way.

Introduction to Shavano Peak and Its Significance

Shavano Peak stands as a prominent summit within the San Juan Mountains, rising to an elevation
of 14,229 feet. It is part of the San Juan Range, renowned for its dramatic landscapes, alpine lakes,
and diverse ecosystems. The trail system connecting to Shavano Peak is designated as part of the
National Geographic Trails network, highlighting its popularity and importance for outdoor recreation
in Illinois and beyond.

The trail's inclusion in the National Geographic Trails IL signifies its accessibility, well-maintained
paths, and the scenic rewards awaiting travelers. Many hikers use the Salida Shavano Peak
National Geographic Trails IL as a starting point for higher adventures, including summiting nearby
peaks like Tabeguache Peak and Mount Shavano.

Planning Your Trip: Essential Considerations

Before embarking on your journey, proper planning ensures safety and maximizes enjoyment.

- Know the Trail Details

- Distance: Approximately 8-10 miles round trip, depending on your starting point.
- Elevation Gain: Around 3,000 feet from trailhead to summit.
- Difficulty: Moderate to strenuous, suitable for experienced hikers comfortable with high-altitude

terrain.
- Trailhead Location: Typically accessed via the Mount Shavano trailhead near the Angel of

Shavano parking area.

- Check Weather Conditions
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High-altitude weather can change rapidly. Ensure you:

- Check local forecasts before departure.
- Prepare for sudden storms or temperature drops.

- Gear and Supplies

- Clothing: Layered clothing, including moisture-wicking base layers, insulating layers, and
waterproof outerwear.

- Footwear: Sturdy hiking boots with ankle support.
- Other essentials:
- Map and compass or GPS device.
- Plenty of water and a filtration system.
- Sun protection (sunscreen, hat, sunglasses).
- Trekking poles for stability.
- Emergency kit, including first aid supplies.

- Permits and Regulations

- Obtain any necessary permits if required.
- Follow Leave No Trace principles to preserve the environment.

The Trail: Step-by-Step Breakdown

Starting Point: Mount Shavano Trailhead

Begin your ascent at the Mount Shavano trailhead, located near the Angel of Shavano parking area.
The trail is well-marked and begins with a gradual incline through ponderosa pine forests.

Phase 1: Forested Ascent

- Distance: About 2 miles to the treeline.
- Features:
- Dense forest with occasional viewpoints.
- Opportunities to see wildlife such as mule deer, elk, and various bird species.
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- Tips:
- Take your time to acclimate to altitude.
- Enjoy the shade and the serenity of the woods.

Phase 2: Alpine Meadow and Subalpine Zone

- Transition zone marked by open meadows and wildflowers in summer.
- Elevation: Approximately 11,000-12,000 feet.
- Highlights:
- Panoramic views of the surrounding peaks.
- Spotting marmots and mountain goats.
- Tips:
- Stay on established trails to protect fragile vegetation.

Phase 3: Scramble and Final Ascent

- The last 1-2 miles involve more rugged terrain, including switchbacks and rocky sections.
- Features:
- Boulders and talus slopes.
- Possible snow patches in early summer.
- The final push toward the summit involves some light scrambling but generally remains

manageable with caution.
- Tips:
- Use trekking poles for stability.
- Be cautious of loose rocks and steep drops.

Reaching the Summit and What to Expect

Standing atop Shavano Peak provides breathtaking 360-degree views of Colorado?s rugged
landscape. On a clear day, you can see:

- The other peaks in the San Juan Range, including Tabeguache Peak and Mount Shavano.
- The expansive valleys and forests below.
- The distant Rockies stretching to the horizon.

Photo Opportunities:
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- The iconic Angel of Shavano (a rock formation resembling an angel) visible from the summit.
- The rugged terrain of the San Juans.
- The vast wilderness stretching in every direction.

Safety Reminder:

- Stay within designated summit areas.
- Be aware of weather changes and avoid exposure during storms.

Descending and Post-Hike Recommendations

The descent offers a different perspective, often revealing new details of the landscape. Remember:

- Descend slowly, especially on rocky or loose sections.
- Keep an eye on your footing and watch for wildlife.
- Hydrate and stretch afterward to prevent soreness.

Post-Hike Tips:

- Consider a visit to nearby hot springs or local towns such as Salida for relaxation.
- Share your experience and photos, and consider leaving a trail report to help future hikers.

Additional Tips and Resources

- Guided Tours: For those unfamiliar with high-altitude hikes, consider booking a guided tour with
local outfitters.

- Trail Maps: Download the official trail map from the National Geographic Trails IL website or use
offline GPS apps.

- Community: Join online forums or local hiking groups for updates and shared experiences.

Environmental and Conservation Considerations

The Salida Shavano Peak National Geographic Trails IL is part of Colorado?s efforts to preserve its
natural beauty. To contribute:

- Stick to marked trails.
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- Pack out all trash.
- Respect wildlife and plant life.
- Avoid making new trails or disturbing nesting sites.

Final Thoughts

The Salida Shavano Peak National Geographic Trails IL exemplifies Colorado?s wild grandeur and
offers a rewarding challenge for those seeking to connect with nature at its most pristine. Proper
preparation, respect for the environment, and a spirit of adventure will ensure that your hike is
memorable and safe. Whether you're capturing photos of the stunning vistas, summiting the lofty
peak, or simply enjoying the serenity of Colorado?s mountains, this trail provides a quintessential
outdoor experience that will stay with you long after you descend.

Embark on this journey with respect and curiosity, and discover why Shavano Peak remains a
treasured landmark in Colorado?s outdoor landscape.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is the best time of year to hike the Salida Shavano Peak Trail in Illinois?
The optimal time to hike the Salida Shavano Peak Trail is during late spring through early fall,
typically from May to October, when the weather is mild and trail conditions are favorable. How long
is the Salida Shavano Peak National Geographic Trails route in Illinois? The trail spans
approximately 8 miles round trip, offering a moderate hike with scenic views of the surrounding
landscape. What level of hiking experience is recommended for the Salida Shavano Peak trail? This
trail is suitable for hikers with moderate experience, as it includes some elevation gain and uneven
terrain, but it is well-marked and maintained. Are there any safety tips for hiking the Salida Shavano
Peak trail in Illinois? Yes, hikers should carry plenty of water, wear appropriate footwear, check
weather conditions before starting, and inform someone about their plans for safety. What scenic
features can I expect to see on the Salida Shavano Peak trail? Hikers can enjoy panoramic views
from the summit, forested areas, rocky outcroppings, and possibly local wildlife along the trail. Is
there any permit or fee required to hike the Salida Shavano Peak trail? Generally, no permits or fees
are required for this trail in Illinois, but it's recommended to check with local authorities or the trail
management for current regulations. Can I combine the Salida Shavano Peak trail with other trails in
the National Geographic Trails system? Yes, the trail can be combined with nearby routes within the
National Geographic Trails network to extend your hike and explore more of the area. Are there any
facilities or amenities near the Salida Shavano Peak trailhead? Facility availability varies; some
trailheads may have parking, restrooms, or picnic areas, but it's best to check ahead or come
prepared accordingly. What should I bring when hiking the Salida Shavano Peak National
Geographic Trails in Illinois? Bring essentials such as water, snacks, a map or GPS device,
appropriate clothing, sun protection, and a first aid kit to ensure a safe and enjoyable hike. 
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peak climbing Colorado, wilderness adventures
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